ISJew Life in Old Lands 

THE people of the lands of ancient Kistory and tKe Bible are far below par from disease. They are 
the victims of malaria, tuberculosis, trachoma and epidemics induced through ignorance. Until now 
the majority of the village people have been untouched by the world's progress and know little of 
modern methods. In many places they are still using the wooden plow of Abraham's day. Their homes are 
without the essentials for wholesome life. Twelve years of war and famine ravaged the land, transported vast 
numbers to alien places and created economic chaos. 

Into this environment 132,000 children, trained for leadership in American orphanages, are now strug- 
gling for existence. Through contact with their orphanage guardians they have learned better ways of living, 
yet the life about them threatens to submerge them. 

The peoples of the Near East are coming into a consciousness of what the West has to offer in child 
welfare, health, rural life and education. The masses, dwelling in isolated villages, are awakening. The 
governments and local groups are turning their energies toward internal problems, struggling with enormous 
handicaps — lack of funds, leadership and experience. 

Watching, for fifteen y'ears, the development of a new type of philanthropy through extensive Ameri- 
can relief activities and the training of children, the countries of Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Persia, 
Mesopotamia, Syria, Palestine and Egypt have invited the NEAR EAST FOUNDATION to 
work with rural peoples, refugees and youth. The work will demonstrate better living through disease pre- 
vention, farm instruction, recreation and training for leadership, instituted activities to be maintained only 
until such time as local governments and agencies can assume their responsibility). 




WORK WITH RURAL PEOPLES, YOUTH ; 



ASURVET of tKe Near East, hy experts directed 
hy a Survey Committee, reveals that eigKty-five 
percent of tKe people are working on the land, endeav- 
oring to make a living under conditions described as 
"unutterably miserable." 

Following is a synopsis of the Survey report, and sub- 
joined are the projects in operation or planned by Near 
East Foundation: 

Heal^K 

Tubercular death rate twelve times rate in United States. One 
entire country with not a single tuterculosis sanitarium. 
Malaria seriously prevalent, two-thirds of villages affected. 
Infant mortality needlessly high. 

Ninety percent of people troubled with intestinal parasites. 

Few eye specialists; trachoma wide-spread problem. 

Schools for nurses inadequate. 

Almost no physicians in country tillages. 

Complete dearth of nurses and midvPives in rural districts. 

Present and Projected Work 

Itinerant healthmobile with American-trained nurses and 
local doctors giving treatment and instruction in health mea- 
sures; tuberculosis prevention camps and clinics; American 
health workers; cooperation with native branches of Red 
Cross; maternity centers; child health clinics. 

Agriculture 

Lo\0 national milk supply. 

Machinery and methods primitive, deplorable. 

Under-production of grain; farm soils unimpro^Jed. 

Eighty) percent under-supplied -With go-Oernment farm aids. 

Serious w'inter livestock starvation. 

Villages under-gardened, faring miserably in winter. 

Livestock disease vJidespread. 

Notable wood poverty). 

Although aims good, little or no training of practical farmers. 
Present and Projected Work 

Itinerant farm instruction and developing government farm 
agents; school of vocational agriculture; subsidy cooperation 
with native schools of agriculture; public field demonstrations 
of machines, methods and livestock, introduction of seeds, 
breeding stock, simple farm machinery. 

CKild and Communis Welfare 

Frightful ignorance as to the bearing and rearing of children. 
Combination homes and barns affecting family health. 
Little or no training facilities for home-making. 
Child plaj) life almost non-existent. 

In the cities no accommodations for -Working boys and girls. 
Teachers largely untrained in communitj) activities and hygiene. 
Care and training of blind and deaf inadequate. 

Present and Projected Work 

Club centers for boys and girls; night and shop schools; rec- 
reational centers; instruction in child care; day nurseries; train- 
ing of teachers and pastors in community welfare; American 
better-homes workers and extension courses to villages from 
central schools; organized village recreation including books 
and health literature; model school for deaf; inter-racial activi- 
ties to promote cooperation; leadership training by special 
scholarships. 
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I BELIEVE IM AND COM- 
MEND THE NEAR EAST 
FOUNDATION BECAUSE : 

Its charter is compreKensive, its di- 
rectors and oflicers men of unques- 
tioned integrity) and devotion, its 
program scientific and its operatives 
expert. 

Its costs of administration are con- 
scientiously) kept at a minimum 
consistent witk efficiency. 

It is a new and much needed type 
of practical philanthropy. 

It is cooperating -With local govern- 
ments and creeds and with all 
religious and philanthropic bodies 
working in the same countries. 

It is sound and sane, free from sec- 
tarianism but fundamentally Chris- 
tian. 

It is working among and with the 
most interesting and historic races in 
the world and in the homesteads of 
the nations. 

Its objective is the awakening of new 
ideals of living among rural popula- 
tions that will raise home and health 
standards, improve economic condi- 
tions and exalt the status of women 
and children. 

Its creed is Brotherhood and its ritual 
is Service. 

\J Vice-President 
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